
May 15, 2026

1 The Daily DART is a publication of WSP USA Inc. All rights are reserved.
Any unauthorized use, disclosure, viewing, copying, alteration, dissemination or distribution without permission is strictly prohibited.

Severe Storm Threat
Central U.S.

 A more than 1,200-mile corridor
from Wisconsin to Texas could
see severe weather beginning
Friday afternoon.

 More than 7 million people un-
der the greatest risk of seeing
large hail across Iowa and other
parts of the Midwest and Central
Plains.

 Supercell thunderstorms are ex-
pected to develop during the
early evening and into the overnight, and could produce "monster" hail 3 inches in diameter, as
well as tornadoes.

 NOAA's Storm Prediction Center
(SPC) has issued a Level 3 out of
5 risk of severe thunderstorms
for Central Iowa, including Des
Moines, which could see 3-inch
hailstones with any supercells
that develop.

 A broader Level 1 threat
stretches from Wisconsin
through parts of North and West
Central Texas, where isolated
damaging wind gusts up to 70
mph are possible.

 Large hail, 2 inches in diameter,
will be possible across a corridor from southern Minnesota and the Texas and Oklahoma Pan-
handles.

 3-inch hail will remain the main threat through Saturday as severe storms reload over the Plains
and parts of the Midwest.

 A Level 2 threat covers much of Nebraska and western and central Iowa, with a Level 1 threat
expanding into Illinois, Indiana, Ohio and Kentucky.

 A similar pattern is expected to emerge Saturday with spotty storm coverage in the afternoon
and supercells expected to consolidate by the evening when the threat of tornadoes starts to
increase.

 The SPC is now warning that there is an "increasing chance of strong to intense tornadoes" on
Monday afternoon in central Kansas into northern Oklahoma.
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Wildfire Activity
Texas

 Mandatory evacuations are
underway in Canyon,
Texas, as a rapidly spread-
ing grass fire scorches
parts of the region.

 The Hunggate Fire began
Thursday afternoon when
a storm cell moved across
Randall County, produc-
ing lightning that sparked a series of grass fires throughout the area.

 As of Thursday evening, the fire had burned more than 14,000 acres and is 10% contained with
approximately 700 people evacuated.

 Mandatory evacuations have been issued for areas near Chaparral Villas in the Canyon area and
near 13th Avenue in Randall County.

 The Hunggate Fire is one of three fires that started in Texas on Thursday.

Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments
Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments

State Event
Number of Counties for IA

Start-End
Requested Completed

MI Severe Storms / Tornadoes / Flooding
Apr 10 44 13 5/11 - TBD

MO Severe Storms
Apr 23-28 6 2 5/12 - TBD

MS Tornadoes, Severe Weather, and Flash Flood
May 6-7 5 0 5/14 - TBD

Pending Individual Assistance Declaration Requests

State Event Date
Submitted

Approved/Denied/
Pending Number of Counties/Tribes

MI Severe Storm & Tornadoes
March 6, 2026 4/1/2026 Pending 3 Counties

*Award of task order to contractor pending
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WSP USA Inspection Services Active Disasters
Disaster Number

and State Disaster Type Number of
Counties Declared

Days Since
Launch

Registration
Deadline

4899 – MS Severe Winter Storm 36 Counties 27 6/10/2026

4909 – HI Severe Storms, Flooding, Landslides/Mud-
slides 3 Counties 23 6/14/2026
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